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Tales of the Dwarves, 
Volume I 
Tacitus 


To all who see these 
words, well met! This 
be written to educate 
the humans of 

Britannia to the nature 
and history of the 
Dwarven race. 


I begin with scholarly 
observation. The 

Dwarves are a race 

with recent and strong 
memory of sacrifice. It 
drives them today, to 
regain lost strength and 
to avenge the dead. It 
is shown in such hatred 
for orcs and ettins that 
these beasts will be 
attacked before all 
others. Even if the orc 
is escorted by a host of 
liche lords, the ore will 
draw the Dwarf’s first 
arrow. 


Sacrifice, martyrdom, 
heroics -- these do 
drive the Dwarven 
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character. Agate did 
relate a tale of early 
days, when dwarves 

and humans traded 

and feasted together. 
Humans were 

seasonally invited into 
the great dwarven 
mountain, but greed did 
rule human intentions. 
The humans laid siege 
to the great Dwarven 
city. A Dwarf, a great 
hero, did beat his war 
drum until the walls 
collapsed, killing many 
of the human invaders. 
The Dwarf gave his life 
that day, but the 
humans realized the 
price that Dwarves 

were willing to pay to 
defend their people. 
The humans withdrew. 


Agate Thorwallen, 

Thane of Hylar, is no 
stranger to sacrifice. 

He did relate the 
following tale. This tale 
takes place many years 
after several Dwarves 
left the great city, 
saddened by human 
treachery. 


I repeat his tale in his 
own words: 


"[They] decided to 


leave ... and find a new 
home. ... They became 
the Hylar. ... They 


ventured many days 
until they came to a 
mountain range 
inhabited by many 
clans of Dwarves. 
There was a great 


mountain in the middle 
of this range, and the 
Hylar, through some 
struggle, united all of 
the clans and began 
the delving of 
Tharbardin, the 
greatest home. It had 
two doors ... enormous 
screws of living rock. 
During the Great 
Cataclysm, one of the 
doors was cracked 

open and the Dwarves 
were no longer 
isolated. They found 
Wood Elves and made 
peace, found humans 
and left them alone 
totally. Then the Dark 
Days came. Orcs and 


Ettins ... started raiding 
Elven and Hill Dwarf 
homes. 


The Mountain Dwarves 
counterattacked, but 
then the true plot was 
discovered. While the 
main body of the 

Dwarven troops was 
outside the mountain 
(Ed: commanded by 

Agate himself] and 
enormous force of trolls 
entered the city froma 
secret tunnel ... The 
vile beasts slayed men, 
women, children, the 
infirm ... We lost So 
many. [The Dwarves] in 
another feat of sacrifice 
destroyed part of their 
own city to crumble the 
tunnel.” 


It is the sad duty of 
this 

chronicler to relate 
Agate’s visible sorrow 


as he explained that his 
own two, sweet sons 
were lost that day. 


And so it is clear to 
this 

scholar that the 
Dwarven race is one of 
unified and steadfast 
conviction. They have a 
rich, though tragic, 
history. They carry it 
with them daily, and do 
remember the 

sacrifices made by their 
ancestors, friends and 
kin. It is my dear hope 
that human greed and 
the vile brutality of the 
other beasts of 
Britannia do not reach 
out against the 

Dwarves again, and 

that this noble race 
know peace. 


Here ends Volume I. 
-Tacitus, Paxlair 
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